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MEN’S TENNIS

Fruttero, Kowalczyk Set to Compete in NCAA Championships
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INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION BEGINS WEDNESDAY: 64 singles and 32 doubles tandems will begin competition Wednesday in their quest to win the NCAA Singles and Doubles titles at the NCAA Championship at Texas A&M University. Representing the University of California in singles will be 11th-ranked junior John Paul Fruttero (17-7), who is seeded 9/16. Fruttero will also join with Robert Kowalczyk in doubles, where the pair is ranked No. 12 (13-9).

CAL AT THE NCAAS: The Bears have a long and rich tradition at the NCAA Championships. The team boasts two singles titles (E.G. Chandler, ’25 and ’26), along with nine doubles crowns. The last time that Cal took home an individual national championship came in 1991, when All-Americans Matt Lucena and Bent-Ove Pedersen dominated the field to take the title. For Lucena, it was his second consecutive NCAA Doubles title, as he won it the year before with partner Doug Eisenman. The Bears’ have been a part of the post season every year during head coach Peter Wright’s tenure. Last season, Fruttero earned a berth at NCAAs, but was eliminated in the first round.

PREVIEWING THE COMPETITON, SINGLES: In the first round Wednesday, Fruttero, the team captain, will meet 20th-ranked senior Mario Toledo from the University of Tennessee. Toledo holds down a 33-11 record on the season, playing primarily at the team’s second court. Toledo’s biggest win of the 2002 season came against Hawaii Pacific’s Blaz Jurjec. Toledo dominated Jurjec, winning in straight sets, 6-4, 6-1. Fruttero and Toledo had two common opponents this season in No. 13 Amer Delic of the University of Illinois, and No. 4 Al Garland of Pepperdine. While Toledo was winless against these two foes, Fruttero compiled a 1-2 record against them, including a dominating 7-5, 6-0 victory over Garland when the Wave was ranked No. 1.

Should Fruttero advance to the second round, he would meet either Illinois’ Brian Wilson or UCLA’s Rodrigo Grilli. Wilson is ranked No. 39 in the nation with a 31-8 overall singles record. While Fruttero and Wilson did not meet this season, the Bears are familiar with the Illini's antics, as both Mik Ledvonova and Chase Exon lost to him this season. Wilson’s biggest upset in 2002 came against Georgia’s Brandon Wagner, where he picked up a 7-6(5), 6-4 win. Grilli is ranked 48th in the nation with a 29-4 record. Fruttero’s doubles partner, Kowalczyk, faced Grilli in April 20’s dual match, dropping a 6-3, 7-5 decision.

PREVIEWING THE COMPETITION, DOUBLES: Fruttero and Kowalczyk will be tested right away in the doubles draw, as the tandem will open up against seventh-ranked and 5-8 seed Carlos Lozano and Gert Yilms of Brigham Young University. Fruttero and Kowalczyk locked horns with the Cougar pair in March, being narrowly defeated, 9-7 in a highly competitive match. The pair owns a 25-8 doubles record, playing exclusively at the top court. The highlight of the BYU pair’s season came in a win against third-ranked Oluver Meiborgor and Ryan Redondo of San Diego State in January.

Should Fruttero and Kowalczyk advance through the first round, they are slated to meet either Bobby Reynolds and Lewis Smith from Vanderbilt or Phillip King and Michael Yani of Duke. Reynolds and Smith rank No. 26 with a 9-4 record exclusively on the top doubles court. King and Yani represent a chance to extract a certain measure of revenge for Cal’s tandem. While Fruttero and Kowalczyk took down the 28th-ranked tandem (13-12) two weeks ago in the NCAA Regional final, 8-4, Duke ultimately upset the Bears, knocking them out of the NCAA Team Championships.

CALIFORNIA MEN’S TENNIS TEAM

2002 Updated Bios
No. 11 John Paul Fruttero

Junior

Experience: 2V
Height: 6-1
San Marino, CA (San Marino HS)

Singles: 17-6 dual, 18-7 overall

Doubles: 12-8 dual, 14-9 overall (with Kowalczyk (ranked No. 12), Wong)

Selected to NCAA Championships in singles, ranked No.11 in nation…named First-Team All-Pac-10…in doubles, also selected to NCAA Championships with Kowaczyk…pair ranked No. 11…returned to the team in January after playing in professional events during fall…played all singles matches at No. 1 spot, compiling 17-6 record there…11-7 versus ranked players in 2002…twice knocked off the ITA’s No. 1 ranked player…first time against Stanford’s K.J. Hippensteel, with Fruttero taking a 6-3, 1-6, 6-3 decision to lead Cal to first defeat of Cardinal since 1991…second against Pepperdine’s Al Garland, where straight set, 7-5, 6-0 victory keyed Bears’ 6-1 romp/upset…bested No. 10 Tobias Clemens twice during season, leading Cal to first UCLA sweep since 1953…with Kowalczyk in doubles, advanced to semifinals at Pac-10 tournament by besting No. 16 Bowen/Klingler (ASU), 8-2…closed season strong, winning five of six matches before dropping 8-4 decision to No. 1 Rojer/Matkowski (UCLA)…playing in all but four matches at No. 1 court…defeated Stanford’s second-ranked duo of Lipski/Martin 8-3 (4/10)…8-8 versus ranked tandems…opened season winning first three of four matches.

Robert Kowalczyk

Junior

Experience: 2V
Height: 5-9
Vero Beach, FL (Vero Beach HS)

Singles: 18-4 dual, 19-7 overall

Doubles: 12-9 dual, 14-10 overall (with Fruttero (ranked No. 12), Wong)

Selected to NCAA Championships in doubles with partner John Paul Fruttero…rotated mostly at No. 4 and No. 5 singles…comeback 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 tiebreak victory over Stanford’s Sam Warburg clinched Cal’s victory over the Cardinal, its first since 1991…in Stanford rematch, was first off the court against Warburg, cruising to 6-2, 6-2 victory (4/10)…won 13 of 14 between 2/20 and 4/15, helping Bears to 12-3 record during that time…did not allow opponent a third set between 3/29 and 4/12…with Fruttero in doubles, advanced to semifinals at Pac-10 tournament by besting No. 16 Bowen/Klingler (ASU), 8-2…closed season strong, winning five of six matches before dropping 8-4 decision to No. 1 Rojer/Matkowski (UCLA)…playing in all but four matches at No. 1 court…played Washington and Oregon matches with Wayne Wong, compiling 1-1 record…defeated Stanford’s second-ranked duo of Lipski/Martin 8-3 (4/10)…8-8 versus ranked tandems…opened season winning first three of four matches.

CALIFORNIA AT NATIONALS





Singles 1st  Round�Wednesday, May 22


Fruttero vs. Toledo


11:30 a.m. CDT





Doubles 1st Round


Thursday, May 23


Fruttero/Kowalczyk vs.


Lozano/Yilms


After 1:00 p.m. CDT
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NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP


Texas A&M University


Schedule of Events


May 18-May 27





Individuals


Wednesday, May 22


Singles 1st Round


10:00 a.m. CDT





Thursday, May 23


Singles 2nd, Doubles 1st


10:00 a.m. CDT





Friday, May 24


Singles 3rd, Doubles 2nd


12:00 p.m. CDT





Saturday, May 25


Singles/Doubles Quarters


2:00 p.m. CDT





Sunday, May 26


Singles/Doubles Semifinals


2:00 p.m. CDT





Monday, May 27


Singles/Doubles Finals


4:00 p.m. CDT





All events at Stadium Side courts at Texas A&M University.
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